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ie dul of the ANSWER #0 the ESSAY tor PEXTE, de. - 


SIX, 


. PON. peruſing the Pamplilet which you ſent me, I ſoon concluded 
that Mr. /——R was injured by affixing his Name to it. Be- 
cauſe it appears inconſiflent with the good Character which I have 
had of him from your (elf. And therefore I intended to vindicat 
him, by ſhewing that the Author muſt be ſome other. 
| The Ground which induced me to this Sentiment is: Becauſe, as to the Mat- 
"tar, his Miſtakes are ſo ee that they may be palpably felt; For tho his 
Common Topial moſtly, rue, yet they do mot bit the Eſſay, but beat the Mid. 
And, as to his manner of writing: It has not the Accuracy of a Schollar, the 
_ Ingenuity of a Man of Honour, the Charity of a Chriſtian, the Breeding of a 
Gentleman, or the Prudence of One who is 250 a Fool. 
It's want pl Witt, and even Seeming Diſcretion, was the only Reefon which 
"made me ceaſe to luſpect that a Jo had thrown this Bene of Contention : It 
being the 9 Politick of that Society to diſappoint all Union betwixt Prote- 
flants, by aſſuming the Vicard of a Side, And therefore I determined my now 
Opinion, that it muſt be a little ſillie Biget, who, being Crack's into a Fury 
with ſome diſappointment, mi ſapprebendi the moſt "obvious things; And in 
the mannaging thereof, ſeems better acquaint with Comedie and Scolding, than 
with ſolid Reaſoning on the Subject that he treats. 


9 


I ſhall give you var a few Inſtances of many: In the Firft place, where he 


 miſftates the Matter: And conſequently all his Arguments fall to the Ground. 
And in the xext place, give you ſome Obſerves on e how he behaves 
therein As to the Hrſt, 
im. The whole EG edifearours to go, mainly, upon the foot of the Gentle 
. wans Principles to whom it was directed. (a) Who, wy a Neighbour, it's preſum- 
able chat the Writer of the Letter to him, knew be 1 how, by his own Convict i- 
; | 


he might be brought in to che Nilfional Conſtitution. 
ut the Anſwerer overlooks this eration : And rambles out Bis own Prins 
1155 As if himſelf were the Perſon who was to be gained ro unite. 
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The E[ay requires beth a real Neceſfity, () and in Conjunction thre EN 


* 


with, the Judgement of the Church, for eſtabliſhing Imparity therein. Which 
is a double Barr againſt Incroachment. 1 Ik 

Whencethe:Anſwer miſspends its time, in proving that the Churches Tudge- 
ment alone, without a Warrand in the thing it ſelf, cannot make a Change. 

2tio. The Eſiay expreſly ſays that inſtitute Do&rine or Worſhip, (c) may not be 
bn by Men; Notwithſtanding of the neceſſity of Suffering. In which theſe 
do truely, and fully, attain the End deſigned, by them. 

So that the Anſwer runs, in vain, a long Proof; That no Force could Le- 
gittimat the Jews or Chriſtians corruption of the 44 of their Worſhip, or dimis 
niſh the Glory of Martyrdome in either. F 

4to. The Eſiay aſſerts that tho nothing determined by GOD can be altered 
by Man; Yee GOD Himſelf does, (4) frequently ſuperceed what relates to 

' Diſcipline and Government : When the Ordinary Rules thereof cannot obtain their 
End; in extraordinary Caſes of Providence. | | 
Whereby the Anſwer deboards beyond meaſure, in bringing Arguments, for 
the moſt certain of Truths; That poor Mortals cannot Counter-a& what is 
appointed by the ALMIGHTY. 4 | 
5to. The Eſiay left the Nature, and ſeveral Degrees, of Neceſsity ; to be fur- 
ther ſearched into by Others. Having applyed it ſelf, principally, to the pre- 
. ſent State of our Church, for Union of Judgement therein: And does give on- 
ly ſome Hiforical: Hints of the Circumſtances of other Places and times, which 
is not only agreeable to the Perſon addreſzed's Sentiments ; but likeways might 
ſhow the Conſiſtency of Parity among us, with Imparity in other Times, or in 
different Places, founded, thereby, on different Grounds, Tho this being Matter 
of Fat to us required a larger Diſquiſition. 22 * [7 
So that the Anſwer is Impertinent, in condemning, from the Poſitions above- | 
' repreſented, ſome Diſieuters, either here or elſe- where. Since they founded l 
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their Separation on eber Grounds, (e) conſiſtent with a Submiſsion to à true Ne- 
ceſsiry Reeleftaſbic ally judged, &c. 1 | | * 
As to the Second Head, concerning the Anſwerer's manner of mannaging 
his Purpoſe; . I ſhall give you only a {mall Swatch thereof. Such as 
Imo. There are four manifeſt Falpoodi in his very Advertiſement to the Reader, 
viz. He ininuats, That the Eſay makes af Secundarie Laws of Nature, and* | © 
poſitive Divine Precepts, diſpenſible : That Aer hath that diſpenſing Power | * 
of himſelf: That at moſt, it is ſatisfied with a Conveniency, without any true 
Neceſsity adjoyning: That the Eſſays Poſition (tho it was never laid, except 
wich the Diſtinction and Qualities above-repreſented) is dangerous, &c. All 
which are Miſrepreſentations, and plainly confuted, by the true State of the 
Caſe above ſet down. 2 l 
240. His Rudeneſs and Ignorance, () may appear; from his calling ordinary 8 
Law Terms ; a Conjuring.. His not diſcerning betwixt the Style that is neceſſarly E. 
more crampt, when mach matter is to he couchedin ſmall bounds: And the Caſe 
| where it may glide more ſmoothly in larger Tractats. His rambling Flights, 
about the Conlequences that would fgllow from what the Eſlay aſſerts; All 
which guns fly over the Mark, and ow down only a Men of Straw tet up 
by kimſelf, G80. N e 


(e) P. 17. Marg. &c. (ﬆ) P. 16. 17. Marg. &e. (e) Eſpecially ſeruples as to Wwrſbip : Or. 
that there —— Neceſſity, nor a pon A Tecieſſaſtick 2 P. — rn 2 
renn Ses the Paſloges related to in P. 8, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 19, &c. of the 
3 | | wa | zu, This 


For that End is attained even by Sufferi 


- F Aflaults ; to 4 Governour: And the De- on the approach 


| Special Inſtructiens: 


311. This laſt may be like ways an Inſtance of his Piſiagenuity throughout his 
whole Pamphlet. To which may be added his Arguments againſt Man's pow- 
er in altering Doctrine or Worſhip. His aſſertion that the Eſſay, agree with 
Styll: And others who make no Divine Rule of Government, even in ordinary 
Caſes, His wrefing Texts of Scripture to impugn what is not ſaid. And his 
falſe reaſoning to evade what is adduced, &. In a word, he gathers what was 
not in the field; And ſcatters what he found connected. 3 

480. His Reaſoning (even when he hits the Caſe ) and Prudence are of a bind 
with his other Qualities. So he ſeems to inſinuat, That the Degrees of Marriage 
(in the 181 Chapter of Leviticus) are not originally Moral: Whereas, other- 
wiſe, the Heathens had not been punifhed for contravention of them. He fein- 


zies particular Diſpenſations, to Examples of Neceſſity under the Old Teſta- 


ment; Without any Preef. He owns a Tacit Exception of Neceſſity in the Di- 
viſion ot Property, and the Laws againſt Theft, as flowing from the Nature of | 
the thing: But denys the like implyed Exceptions when it makes againſt him. He 
inſults, becauſe the Text does not bear, That eur SAVIOUR did eat of the 
Ears of Corn: Tho our Bleſſed LORD was preſent with, and «efended his 
Diſciples, by the Example of the Shew-bread, &c: He makes no Aliſtinction be- 
twixt the Influence of Neceſsity, more upon Diſcipline and Government, than Do- 
Arine and Worſhip, whereby he ſets himſelf in a ſeparat Interef, from moſt of the 
Churches that are or have been in the World, Which (leaving to rake any 
further in ſucha Dungbil) leads me, before I bid you farewel, to give you ſome 
of the Thoughts which at preſent occurc to me about this diſſerence, ariſing from 
the diſparity of their Gentra-diſtin# Natures, Reaſons, Ends, and Objects. 
For Worſhip is a Special Homage directed immediatly to GOD alone. Andit, - 
with Doctrine, makes the Eſentiat or Fundamental of a Church. The Deſign 
of Which-Doarine and Worlhip (the Glory of:GQD) -no,neceflity can deftat: 
77 But Gyvernment, with Diſeipline, 
terminat, immediatiy, in the Conduct of Men; Ate only a circumſtantial or bedge 
about the other. Which Fence becomes inefſeRual to its immediat End 2 
dification of the Church) when the inſtitute Form thereof is obſtructed de facto. 


In which Caſe, if what other Poliry is practicable, be not warranted, the ade- 


ut advantages of Government and Diſciplineare lof, in tht mean time, till the 


«Inflitute Model can be had; Beſides the Evili which follow, upon breach of 


Communion in Worſhip, which is ſuppoſed to be unexceptionably pure. 
May not I, then, allude to a Kivg, Who, going Abroad, commitis the Cuſto- 
dy of his Crown ; incloſed in a Secure Cbit, to a Keeper: Which Depoſicat, tho 
he dare never betray it to an Uſurper; yet, in time of Troubles, he may be ne- 
ceſſitate to uſe a Jeſs bulliſb and ſlender Caiſe, for 1 . Or to ſuch a 
Prince, who gives the care of a Gariſen that's perfectly wel walled againſt ordinary ' 
a wore they * 
ordinary powerful Enemy; raiſes new contra ed. Our-works, for helping to A- 
waird the preſent Strait. Suppoſe, likewile, that thoſe Adminiſtrators had 
And their Maſter, foreſieing that theſe could not ſerve in ex- 
traordinary Events, gave a General Mandat for doing all that ſhould be weeeſary / 
to the ſame end: May not the Indetermined Powers be exerciſed at Peril? 


The Jews, during their Captivity; might and ought to have performed their 
worſhip, lo far as not aſtrict 


ed to the Temple; But cold not ſecure the ſame py ö 
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* — ; would grieve its Auth : | 
"(however miftaken) had accifed him; would be ready to {ay with Calvin to 
„ tho he ſboulu call mes Devi. 
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